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When the latest Cassegrain concert was announced in January this year, I 
must admit, I was more than a little excited. I mean these guys have been part 
of my upbringing… they’re all legends in their own right… and they would all 
be playing here… on the same bill… at our winery!!! 
 
Little did I realise at the time, I would not only have the chance to see these 
icons of our generation perform, but also get to meet them all. 
 
From the moment the transport vehicles arrived and Boz, Michael and Mick 
stepped out to survey their arena, a feeling of awe fell over the backstage 
crew. The three gathered for a quick chat and a laugh (and to sign Brooke 
Lamb’s guitar – very lucky girl), there was a brief period of meets and greets 
between the artists and crew (and small entourage of lucky fans with 
backstage access) and then… they were straight down to business. 
 
Mick Fleetwood (standing at an impressive 6 foot 7 inches) appeared slightly 
nervous and headed straight into his trailer for pre-show rehearsal with his 
Blues Band, only to re-appear just minutes before his show time dressed to 
impress and full of energy. From the sounds and cheers of the crowd in front 
of the stage, he really lived up to his reputation as a consummate performer. 
His delight in being involved with such brilliant musicians was obvious from 
the huge smile on his face. Following a few classic Fleetwood Mac hits and 
some of his new material, he appeared jubilant at the response from the Port 
Macquarie crowd. After the show and a quick change of clothes, he rejoined 
us backstage with a glass (or two) of Cassegrain Fromenteau Chardonnay. 
Looks like we have a new fan ourselves. 



 
Michael McDonald was the socialite of the trio, wandering around and 
introducing himself to a few of the crew and more than happy to stop for photo 
opportunities when asked. Keen for a surf the next day, he also quizzed the 
locals about the best breaks. His relaxed demeanour continued right through 
his rehearsal time which consisted of a solid hour in his trailer with no more 
than his Yamaha keyboard for company. The image of a solitary performer, 
through the frosted glass of his rehearsal room is one I chose to keep to 
myself. McDonald has been behind the keyboards on so many occasions, it 
was like watching two old friends catching up. If there were any concert goers 
in the crowd who were not familiar with his name before the show, they 
certainly did afterwards. His vocal range and musical skill have done nothing 
but improve since his days with the Doobie Bros and Steely Dan. It was 
obvious to all of us that Michael is very well respected by his fans and his 
peers. 
 
Boz Scaggs on the other hand, while very friendly, had a slightly different pre-
show routine. He spent most of his time rehearsing before his scheduled 
performance time and was quick to return to his dressing room shortly after 
the show. His on-stage persona however, was amazing. In front of the lights 
and the crowd with exceptional musicians and vocalists behind him was 
where he really held his own. As I’ve mentioned to most of the staff here at 
the winery since (maybe once or twice too often), one of the highlights of my 
life will be the time I spent standing on the back of the stage during “Lido 
Shuffle” no more than 5 metres from Boz as he belted out the famous song. 
The crowd closest to the stage were all on their feet and obviously enjoying 
the moment as much as I did. It’s been hard to get that one out of my head. I 
only wish I’d thought to bring something better than my camera phone. 
 
Having the opportunity to look after these incredible artists backstage was an 
experience I’ll always remember… these are truly three gentlemen of the 
music industry. 


